
Why global guidelines favor antimicrobial 
incise drapes over non-antimicrobial drapes. 
Antimicrobial incise drapes create a sterile operative surface prior to surgery and help to safeguard patients against 
surgical site infections (SSIs). Many global healthcare organizations explicitly recommend the use of antimicrobial 
incise drapes over non-antimicrobial incise drapes, recognizing their crucial role in enhancing patient safety.

Evidence speaks volumes
Clinical and economic studies show the superiority of antimicrobial incise drapes over non-antimicrobial incise drapes.

Guidelines from Global Organizations

KRINKO (2018)1 Iodine-impregnated incise drapes are antimicrobial effective and penetrate deeper skin layers, helping to reduce wound 
contamination. The use of non-impregnated incise drapes is not recommended.

APSIC (2019)2 When using adhesive incise drapes, do not use non-iodophor-impregnated drapes for surgery as they may increase the risk of SSI. 
In orthopedic and cardiac surgical procedures where adhesive drapes are used, consider using an iodophor-impregnated incise 
drape, unless the patient has an iodine allergy or other contraindication.

NICE (2019)3 Do not use non-iodophor-impregnated incise drapes routinely for surgery, as they may increase the risk of SSIs. If an incise drape 
is required, use an iodophor-impregnated drape unless the patient has an iodine allergy.

ACORN (2023)4 Adhesive drapes with antimicrobial properties can be used in the critical aseptic field unless contraindicated (i.e. patient allergy).​ 
These include but are not limited to iodophor-impregnated adhesive drapes.

ICM (2018)5 Evidence indicates antimicrobial-impregnated incise drapes result in reduction in bacterial colonization of the surgical site. “While 
bacterial colonization of the incision may predispose to subsequent SSIs/PJIs, there is no literature to demonstrate that the use 
of incise drapes results in clinical differences in the rates of subsequent PJIs. Many surgeons prefer to utilize draping for physical 
isolation of sterile from nonsterile regions and to prevent migration of drapes during the procedure.”

NHMRC (2019)6 If an incise drape is required, use an iodophor-impregnated drape unless the patient has an iodine allergy.​ Do not use non-
iodophor-impregnated incise drapes routinely for surgery as they may increase the risk of surgical-site-infection.

Use of the 3M™ Ioban™ 2 Antimicrobial 
Incise Drape resulted in a significantly 
lower incidence of SSIs down by  
71% and also offered $812K+ in  
cost savings compared to a standard 
3M™ Steri-Drape™ Incise Drape.7

A cost-effective solution  
to help prevent SSIs

A retrospective study analysis 
of 2,279 patients in a university 
spine center showed that use of an 
antimicrobial incise drape resulted in 
a 75% reduction in the rate of SSIs 
when compared to non-antimicrobial 
incise drapes.8

A significant 
reduction in SSIs

In a prospective, randomized clinical 
study, the results showed Ioban 2 
Antimicrobial Incise Drape adhered 
significantly better to skin than 
3M™ Steri-Drape™ Incise Drape 
when prepped with either 3M™ 
DuraPrep™ Surgical Solution (Iodine 
Povacrylex [0.7% available iodine] 
and lsopropyl Alcohol, 74% w/w) 
Patient Preoperative Skin Preparation 
solution or BD ChloraPrep® Patient 
Preoperative Skin Preparation  
(p < .001).9 

Better drape  
adherence

+ Converted from EUR 773,495 to USD



3M™ Ioban™ Antimicrobial Incise Drapes. 
Two effective antimicrobial solutions.
Solventum offers two exceptional antimicrobial incise drape options: 3M™ Ioban™ 2 Antimicrobial Incise Drape and  
3M™ Ioban™ CHG Chlorhexidine Gluconate Incise Drape (contains 2% w/w CHG).

Ioban 2 Antimicrobial Incise Drape features an 
iodophor-impregnated adhesive, providing continuous 
broad-spectrum antimicrobial activity to help reduce 
the risk of surgical site infections (SSIs).

Ioban™ CHG Incise Drape offers the advantage of 
incorporating chlorhexidine gluconate in the adhesive, 
providing superior antimicrobial activity against a broad 
spectrum of pathogens.

Both products immobilize bacteria on the skin, preventing migration into the surgical incision area, and maintain their 
effectiveness throughout the procedure. And both incise drapes offer surgeons reliable, guideline recommended 
solutions for creating a sterile operative surface.

For more about the critical importance of antimicrobial drapes versus non-antimicrobial drapes in helping to reduce 
the risk of SSls, contact your Solventum sales representative.

Comparing incise drapes: antimicrobial vs. non-antimicrobial 
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